CAST (expr AS type_name)

CAST ((subquery) AS type_name)

CAST (MULTISET(subquery) AS type_name)

expr can include a function or CURSOR that returns a dataset that can be converted into the named type.

subquery must return a single instance of a collection

CAST does not support LONG, LONG RAW or the LOB types.

CREATE OR REPLACE TYPE tnt_num AS TABLE OF NUMBER;

DECLARE
  lnt_nums tnt_num := tnt_num(1,2,3,5,6,7,8,9);
  ln_num PLS_INTEGER := 0;
BEGIN
  /* For 8i & 9i */
  SELECT a.COLUMN_VALUE
  INTO   ln_num
  FROM   TABLE(
          CAST(lnt_nums AS tnt_num)
         ) a
  WHERE a.COLUMN_VALUE = 3;

  /* For 9i Only
     
     If you attempt the following on 8i, you will get
         "ORA-22095 Cannot access rows from a non-nested table item"
         
  SELECT a.COLUMN_VALUE
  INTO   ln_num
  FROM   TABLE(lnt_nums) a
  WHERE a.COLUMN_VALUE = 3;
  */
  
  IF (ln_num > 0) THEN
     msg.p('Entry found!');
  ELSE
     msg.p('Entry not found :-(');
  END IF;
END;
/
