SQL*Plus Tips

      
/* From 9.2 SQL*Plus User's Guide
ATTRIBUTE [type_name.attribute_name [option ...]]

where option represents one of the following clauses:

ALI[AS] alias
CLE[AR]
FOR[MAT] format
LIKE {type_name.attribute_name|alias}
ON|OFF

ATTRIBUTE to_mydtl.dtl_num FORMAT 9G999G999G999
had equivalent effects WHEN compared TO
COL dtl_num FORMAT 9G999G999G999


SET DESCRIBE [DEPTH {1|n|ALL}][LINENUM {ON|OFF}][INDENT {ON|OFF}]
Where ALL defaults to the maximum levels allowed, 50. LINENUM and INDENT default to OFF.

SET DESCRIBE DEPTH ALL
SET DESCRIBE DEPTH ALL LINENUM ON
SET DESCRIBE DEPTH ALL LINENUM ON INDENT ON
*/

SQL> DESC my_bol
 Name                                      Null?    Type
 ----------------------------------------- -------- ----------------------------
 BOL_NUM                                   NOT NULL NUMBER
 DETAILS                                            NTO_MYDTL
 
SQL> SET DESCRIBE DEPTH ALL
SQL> DESC my_bol
 Name                                      Null?    Type
 ----------------------------------------- -------- ----------------------------
 BOL_NUM                                   NOT NULL NUMBER
 DETAILS                                            NTO_MYDTL
   DTL_NUM                                          NUMBER(10)
   DTL_CD                                           VARCHAR2(10)
   DTL_DTM                                          DATE

SQL> SET DESCRIBE DEPTH ALL LINENUM ON
SQL> DESC my_bol
           Name                            Null?    Type
           ------------------------------- -------- ----------------------------
    1      BOL_NUM                         NOT NULL NUMBER
    2      DETAILS                                  NTO_MYDTL
    3    2   DTL_NUM                                NUMBER(10)
    4    2   DTL_CD                                 VARCHAR2(10)
    5    2   DTL_DTM                                DATE

/* SQL*Plus User's Guide and Reference says INDENT defaults to OFF, I believe it
 defaults to ON because turning it on had no effect
*/
SQL> SET DESCRIBE DEPTH ALL LINENUM ON INDENT ON
SQL> DESC my_bol
           Name                            Null?    Type
           ------------------------------- -------- ----------------------------
    1      BOL_NUM                         NOT NULL NUMBER
    2      DETAILS                                  NTO_MYDTL
    3    2   DTL_NUM                                NUMBER(10)
    4    2   DTL_CD                                 VARCHAR2(10)
    5    2   DTL_DTM                                DATE


/* Here is a describe on a more involved table, one I’m using to store and table-drive some web page documentation as well as automated code checkers

*/

SQL> SET DESCRIBE DEPTH ALL
SQL> desc prg_rule
 Name                                      Null?    Type
 ----------------------------------------- -------- ----------------------------
 RULE_ID                                   NOT NULL VARCHAR2(30)
 LANGUAGE_NM                               NOT NULL VARCHAR2(30)
 CATEGORY_NM                               NOT NULL VARCHAR2(80)
 RULE_NM                                   NOT NULL VARCHAR2(60)
 DISPLAY_ORDER                                      NUMBER(5)
 RULE_TEXT                                          VARCHAR2(4000)
 BENEFITS                                           TAS_NOTES
 CAVEATS                                            TAS_NOTES
 EXAMPLES                                           TAO_EXAMPLES
   EXAMPLE_ID                                       NUMBER(3)
   EXAMPLE_TYPE                                     VARCHAR2(30)
   EXAMPLE_TEXT                                     VARCHAR2(4000)
 TEMPLATES                                          TAO_TEMPLATES
   TEMPLATE_NAME                                    VARCHAR2(60)
   TEMPLATE_TEXT                                    VARCHAR2(4000)

SQL> SET DESCRIBE DEPTH ALL LINENUM ON INDENT ON
SQL> desc prg_rule
           Name                            Null?    Type
           ------------------------------- -------- ----------------------------
    1      RULE_ID                         NOT NULL VARCHAR2(30)
    2      LANGUAGE_NM                     NOT NULL VARCHAR2(30)
    3      CATEGORY_NM                     NOT NULL VARCHAR2(80)
    4      RULE_NM                         NOT NULL VARCHAR2(60)
    5      DISPLAY_ORDER                            NUMBER(5)
    6      RULE_TEXT                                VARCHAR2(4000)
    7      BENEFITS                                 TAS_NOTES
    8      CAVEATS                                  TAS_NOTES
    9      EXAMPLES                                 TAO_EXAMPLES
   10    9   EXAMPLE_ID                             NUMBER(3)
   11    9   EXAMPLE_TYPE                           VARCHAR2(30)
   12    9   EXAMPLE_TEXT                           VARCHAR2(4000)
   13      TEMPLATES                                TAO_TEMPLATES
   14   13   TEMPLATE_NAME                          VARCHAR2(60)
   15   13   TEMPLATE_TEXT                          VARCHAR2(4000)
